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Poor Scots hit hardest by booze damage sparking calls for minimum price hike 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/health/poor-scots-hit-hardest-booze-14057628  

Poor Scots are 13 times more likely to need psychiatric care because of alcohol than the rich, 

according to shock new figures. And those in the most deprived areas are seven times more likely to 

need general hospital admission due to booze than those from the least deprived areas. Figures 

released yesterday showed there were 35,499 hospital admissions – 2654 of them psychiatric 

admissions – related to booze in 2017-18. There was an overall 2.5 per cent decrease in hospital 

stays per 100,000 population and a 4.2 per cent drop per 100,000 people in terms of stays in 

psychiatric wards. But the NHS Information Services Division figures showed almost 100 alcohol-

related hospital admissions a day. […] 

Source: Daily Record, 27 February 2019 

 

Raise minimum alcohol price by 20%, say Lib-Dems 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/d301183e-3a05-11e9-ac2f-7ff26270aa53  

The minimum price for alcohol should be raised by 10p to 60p per unit, the Liberal Democrats have 

said. The party described Scotland’s relationship with alcohol as shameful after NHS figures showed 

that there were almost 100 alcohol-related admissions to hospital a day last year. A minimum unit 

price of 50p was introduced by the Scottish government in May last year after a long-running court 

challenge that ended with a Supreme Court ruling that the policy did not breach EU law. […] 

Source: The Times, 27 February 2019 

 

Twenty-two year Scots gap in ‘healthy life expectancy’ between rich and poor  

https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/twenty-two-year-scots-gap-in-healthy-life-expectancy-

between-rich-and-poor-1-4880481  

The difference between the richest and the poorest Scots for healthy life expectancy is more than 

twenty years, official figures have revealed. Healthy life expectancy at birth was 62.3 years for men 
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and 62.6 years for women in 2015-2017, figures from the National Records of Scotland reveal. This is 

an estimate of how many years a person could expect to live in ‘good health’. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 28 February 2019 

 

Revealed: Paramedics unable to attend emergencies at more than 300 homes in the north and 

north east without police protection 

https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/aberdeen/1684944/revealed-paramedics-unable-to-

attend-emergencies-at-more-than-300-north-and-north-east-homes-without-police-protection/  

Paramedics have required police protection to deal with emergencies at more than 300 properties 

across the north and north-east of Scotland. The official figures have revealed there are 197 

addresses in Grampian, 113 in the Highlands, nine in the Western Isles and eight in the northern isles 

which ambulance service crews cannot visit without police back-up. The combined total for all four 

of the divisional areas stands at 327.  Only Glasgow South West (420), Lanarkshire (418) and 

Glasgow North East (388) were higher. […] 

Source: The Press & Journal, 25 February 2019 

  

Dr Miriam Stoppard: ‘Liver transplants on the rise as more Brits drink up’ 

https://www.mirror.co.uk/lifestyle/health/dr-miriam-stoppard-liver-transplants-14046057  

Four pints a day? Doesn’t sound like much does it? Yet despite NHS guidelines, it’s adults who 

regularly drink this amount that are at risk of needing a liver transplant due to alcoholic cirrhosis. 

Experts at the Royal Free Hospital in North London gave this warning as they announced the 2,000th 

patient to undergo a transplant at the hospital. The proportion of liver transplants performed on 

patients with alcohol-related disease has climbed by 50% in the last 15 years. […] 

Source: Daily Mirror, 24 February 2019 

 

Domestic abusers ‘could be let off the hook by move to allow cases to be heard in Glasgow alcohol 

court’ 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/domestic-abuse-alcohol-court-glasgow-

women-victims-pilot-scheme-scotland-a8790346.html  

Campaigners have raised alarm bells about the move to allow Glasgow’s alcohol court to deal with 

domestic abuse cases – warning it could let violent perpetrators off the hook and exacerbate the 

problem. The court, which tackles alcohol-related crime in the Scottish city, has been granted the 

power to deal with domestic abuse cases where alcohol played a role from next month. But the lead 

domestic abuse organisation in Scotland has condemned the move which was announced this week - 
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arguing it perpetuates the commonly held misconception that alcohol is the cause of domestic abuse 

[…] 

Source: The Independent, 22 February 2019 

 

India toxic alcohol: at least 130 workers dead from bootleg drink 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-47341941  

At least 130 people have died and more than 200 are being treated in hospital after drinking toxic 

bootleg alcohol in north-eastern India, officials said. Some 35 people were reported dead in the 

state of Assam on Sunday, days after about 100 people died in Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Ten 

people have been arrested over the bootleg drink, a police official said. There were many women 

among the victims, who all worked on tea plantations. […] 

Source: BBC News, 23 February 2019 

 

New publication on the health and social effects of alcohol on older persons 

https://iogt.se/wp-content/uploads/Report-Alcohol-and-older-people-1.pdf  

A new report from IOGT-NTO in collaboration with the Swedish Society of Medicine […] 

Source: IOGT-NTO press release, 22 February 2019 

 

Malia Obama’s rosé –shaming is the latest in double drinking standards 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/feb/22/malia-obama-rose-shaming-is-the-

latest-in-drinking-double-standards  

Malia Obama, a 20-year-old Harvard student who happens to be the daughter of a former US 

president, recently enjoyed a glass of poolside rosé during a weekend with friends in Miami. We 

know about this unremarkable incident because the Mail Online saw fit to publish a salacious article 

about “underage Malia” drinking, consisting of 23 creepy photos of her in a swimsuit. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 22 February 2019 

 

German professor defends alcohol project in schools 

https://www.dw.com/en/german-professor-defends-alcohol-project-in-brandenburg-schools/a-

47653546  

The professor behind an initiative to get teenage school children to drink alcohol to learn about its 

effects has defended the controversial project. Professor Johannes Lindenmeyer told the DPA news 
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agency that "Better Smart than Drunk" was not trying to "encourage" anyone to drink. The mother 

of a 15-year-old boy in the northeastern state of Brandenburg had complained about the project 

after her son brought a consent form home from school, the Nordkurier newspaper reported. School 

children who sign up for the project drink alcohol and then tell supervisors how many milliliters they 

think they have consumed and how they feel. Parents are also asked to say how much their child is 

allowed to drink. […] 

Source: Deutsche Welle, 23 February 2019 


