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Scotland should ignore Big Booze scaremongers - Stephen Jardine 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/scotland-should-ignore-big-booze-
scaremongers-stephen-jardine-1-4952422/amp?__twitter_impression=true  

With below-average temperatures and more rain forecast next week, this summer would be enough 
to drive you to drink. But then in Scotland, what doesn’t? Traditionally any excuse has been enough 
to justify us turning to booze. The result has been some of the worst alcohol death rates in the world 
but that might be changing. This week we received the initial impact measurements from the first 
year of minimum alcohol pricing in Scotland. It was introduced to raise the cost of cheap booze in 
supermarkets and off-licences and hopefully cut consumption. The early signs are promising. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 22 June 2019 

 

Renfrewshire Council sets up alcohol and drugs commission 

https://www.holyrood.com/articles/news/renfrewshire-council-sets-alcohol-and-drugs-commission   

Renfrewshire Community Planning Partnership has set up an alcohol and drugs commission – one of 

the first of its kind in Scotland. Building on Renfrewshire Council’s previous tackling poverty 

commission, the commission will explore new ways of reducing the impact of drugs and alcohol, 

with a particular focus on prevention and early intervention. In 2017, there were 38 drug-related 

deaths and 44 alcohol-related deaths in Renfrewshire. […] 

Source: Holyrood Magazine, 25 June 2019 

 

Almost 4,000 deaths from alcohol across North of Scotland in the past four decades 

https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/aberdeen/1769160/almost-4000-deaths-from-alcohol-

across-north-of-scotland-in-past-four-decades/  

Almost 4,000 people have died as a direct result of drinking across the north of Scotland over the 

past four decades. Health campaigners and medical professionals believe that is only the tip of the 

iceberg as many thousands more will have had poor health complicated by alcohol misuse. And that 
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has led a senior public health consultant to urge the public to think of alcohol as a chemical instead 

of an “everyday commodity”.[…] 

Source: Press & Journal, 18 June 2019 

 

Neuroscience research questions current alcohol limit 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/broadcast/read/48912  

New research by neuroscientists from the University of Sussex shows that drinking only one pint of 

beer or a large glass of wine is enough to significantly compromise a person’s sense of agency. Sense 

of agency is the feeling of being in control of our actions. It is an important aspect of human social 

behaviour, as it implies knowledge of the consequences of those actions. This new study, 'Effect of 

alcohol on the sense of agency in healthy humans', is the first to test the effect of alcohol on sense 

of agency. […] 

Seen at: University of Sussex website, 21 June 2019 

 

Hangovers cost the UK £1.4bn a year 

http://www.ias.org.uk/News/2019/25-June-2019-Hangovers-cost-the-UK-up-to-14bn-a-year.aspx   

As many as 89,000 people may be turning up to work hungover or under the influence of alcohol 

every day, costing the economy up to £1.4 billion a year, according to new research from the 

Institute of Alcohol Studies (IAS). The findings come from a survey of 3,400 British workers that 

found: •42% had ever been to work hungover or intoxicated, and 9% had done so in the past six 

months. •Working hungover or intoxicated was most common in the hospitality and leisure sector, 

where 52% of people had ever done so. […] 

Seen at: Institute of Alcohol Studies website, 25 June 2019 

 

Councils blamed for jump in drink and drug deaths 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/councils-blamed-for-jump-in-drink-and-drug-deaths-z7qbfng0d  

The number of people dying from drug and alcohol misuse has almost doubled in the five years since 

councils were given responsibility for providing treatment, according to official figures. The number 

of deaths in which coroners concluded that drugs or alcohol were to blame has risen since 2014 to 

reach 3,237 last year, Ministry of Justice figures show. […] 

Source: The Sunday Times, 23 June 2019 

 

Minimum alcohol price law in Wales delayed until 2020 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/broadcast/read/48912
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-48675251  

Plans for a minimum price of alcohol in Wales are being delayed until at least early 2020 after an EU 

member state held up the process. It was expected the new regime would be in place by this 

summer. But EU rules have stalled the proposals after Portugal intervened. Scotland's system has 

been operating since May 2018. […] 

Source: BBC News, 19 June 2019 

 

New liver test ‘could save thousands of lives’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-tayside-central-48757330  

A new test which can detect liver disease at an early stage could save thousands of lives, according 

to the Tayside team behind the new procedure. Initial results from the intelligent liver function tests 

showed a 44% increase in liver disease diagnosis, allowing earlier access to treatment. More than 

2,500 patients have been tested in the region in the past year, with 30% showing abnormal results. 

The tests have now been made standard practice across NHS Tayside. […] 

Source: BBC News, 25 June 2019 

 

UK’s first ‘after alcohol’ revival drink developed in Glasgow 

https://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/17728458.uks-first-after-alcohol-revival-drink-developed-in-

glasgow/  

THE UK’s first after-alcohol revival drink has been launched after being developed in Glasgow. After 

four-and-a-half years of prototype testing, market research and clinical study, Bounce Back hit the 

web this week. The scientifically proven formula was created by two biotechnologists after they 

failed to find anything similar on the market.[…] 

Source: Evening Times, 25 June 2019 

 

Eurostar defends alcohol limits on trains 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-48742530  

Eurostar has defended limiting the amount of alcohol passengers can carry on its trains as necessary 

to "maintain a pleasant environment". The train operator explained its position after customers 

complained on social media about changes to the policy. It allows one bottle of wine or four cans of 

beer and no spirits. Previously, there were restrictions on ski resort routes and temporary ones for 

sporting events. Although Eurostar says it made the changes last year, passengers appear to have 

only just started to notice. […] 

Source: BBC News, 24 June 2019 
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Locals buy up all town’s beer so neo-Nazis can’t drink at music festival 

https://metro.co.uk/2019/06/25/locals-buy-up-all-towns-beer-so-neo-nazis-cant-drink-at-music-

festival-10060671/?ito=cbshare  

Residents snapped up every last beer they could find in their local supermarket after vowing to stop 

neo-Nazis having fun when a far-right music festival comes to town. Locals in the German town of 

Ostritz, in Saxony, teamed up with police to stop revellers getting their hands on booze in a bid to 

stop drunken violence. Cops had already imposed an alcohol ban at the Schild und Schwert Festival 

(Shield and Sword Festival) but residents went the extra mile to ruin the fascists’ weekend. […] 

Source: Metro, 25 June 2019 
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