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Experts attack health agency’s ties to drink industry 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-45502974 

Dozens of public health experts have told Public Health England (PHE) they oppose its decision to 

work with a charity funded by the alcohol industry.  In a letter seen by BBC News, they say the tie-up 

"will significantly damage the credibility of PHE". On Tuesday, government alcohol adviser, Sir Ian 

Gilmore, resigned over the agency's decision to work with Drinkaware on a new campaign. […] 

Source: BBC, 13 September 2018 

 

Alcohol dependency at record high, but fewer being treated, data shows 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/sep/13/alcohol-dependency-at-record-high-but-fewer-

being-treated-data-shows  

Fewer problem drinkers are receiving treatment even though record numbers need help, figures 

from the House of Commons library show. Just 80,454 people in England were treated in 2016-17 for 

addiction to alcohol, about one in seven of the 605,688 people being deemed to be “alcohol 

dependent”. Labour’s Jonathan Ashworth, who obtained the figures, blamed the dwindling number 

of people in treatment on government cuts to public health budgets. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 13 September 2018 

 

Alcohol Concern call for treatment levy to address services gap 

http://www.alcoholpolicy.net/2018/09/alcohol-concern-call-for-treatment-levy-to-address-services-

gap.html  

The charity formed by the merger of Alcohol Concern and Alcohol Research UK has called for a 1% 

increase in alcohol duties to raise £100 million each year which it says if invested in alcohol 

treatment 'could save the NHS and other public services around £300 million annually. […] 

Source: Alcohol Policy UK, 12 September 2018 
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Symptoms of foetal alcohol spectrum are widespread, says expert 

https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news-feature/1318554/symptoms-foetal-alcohol-spectrum-

widespread-says-expert/  

The stark reality of Scotland’s problem with alcohol abuse has never been far from the headlines in 

recent years. Just weeks ago, new figures revealed that booze-related deaths in NHS Grampian had 

hit a record high, with 10 fatalities last year. The grim statistics have led to calls for a “redoubling” of 

efforts to quell alcohol abuse. But while there is a clear consensus among politicians, doctors and 

charities about tackling this insidious habit, health experts have warned that some of the most 

vulnerable and innocent victims of our drinking culture are being ignored. […] 

Source: Press and Journal, 06 September 2018 

 

I’m fed up with people criticising new mums for drinking alcohol – it’s sexist, and it’s unscientific 

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/alcohol-sexism-scientific-mums-criticised-beer-wine-

mothers-a8527801.html  

Late one evening last week my phone pinged with an email enquiry about my alcohol and treats 

package for new mums. It read: “I’ve got to say... this is the worst ‘new mum’ present I’ve ever seen. 

Are you being serious? If the mum is breastfeeding you don’t mix it with alcohol, surely? Even if she 

isn’t breastfeeding she shouldn’t be drinking with a newborn!” As someone who runs a gift shop for 

new mums, these holier-than-thou and uneducated emails and comments are not uncommon. […] 

Source: The Independent, 08 September 2018 

 

Quarter of students know someone at university they think might be an alcoholic, survey finds 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/students-university-alcohol-

drunk-alcoholism-young-people-yougov-survey-a8512651.html  

One in four students know someone at university who they believe is an alcoholic, according to a 

new poll. Despite concerns that their classmates are dependent on alcohol, the majority (52 per 

cent) of students said they did not get drunk on a typical week, according to the YouGov research. 

The survey, of more than 1,000 students, found that more than a quarter (26 per cent) of students 

have worries that at least one person they know at university might be an alcoholic. […] 

Source: The Independent, 30 August 2018 

 

Community key to tackling child alcohol hospital admissions in Darlington 
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http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/16696241.community-key-to-tackling-child-alcohol-

hospital-admissions-in-darlington/  

Figures released in the 2018 Darlington Child Health Profile show how the rate of youngsters being 

treated after abusing alcohol has decreased significantly in recent years, but remains about 50 per 

cent higher than the national average. While the study found the rate of child hospital admissions 

for mental health conditions and self-harm were similar to the rest of England, those for alcohol 

abuse were markedly higher. […] 

Source: The Northern Echo, 09 September 2018 

 

Boozy MPs should be forced to take a breath test before voting on laws in parliament…  former 

government adviser claims 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/7202266/boozy-mps-should-be-forced-to-take-a-breath-test-

before-voting-on-laws-in-parliament-former-government-adviser-claims/  

Professor David Nutt has said MPs are at serious risk of alcohol ‘intoxication clouding their 

judgements’ as Westminster’s boozy culture overlaps with crucial voting. BOOZY MPs should take a 

breath test before voting on laws, a former government adviser has claimed. Imperial College 

professor David Nutt has said politicians are at serious risk of alcohol “intoxication clouding their 

judgements”. […] 

Source: The Sun, 07 September 2018 

 

Alcohol-free days are a great idea… but I’m not starting today 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/10/alcohol-free-days-middle-aged-

drinking-public-health-england  

Here’s a weird pickle to be in: I haven’t been drunk for over a month, but I can’t remember the last 

time I went a day without drinking. The drunk thing is easy to pinpoint; it was my brother’s stag 

weekend, and we were in some Welsh town, and it was a Saturday night, and I was partly drinking to 

keep up with everyone and partly drinking in the vain hope that I’d black out and forget what an 

abjectly terrible time I was having. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 10 September 2018 

 

Rum and joke: Ice cream shop forced to stop selling rum and raisin flavour …because of alcohol 

content 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/7164264/ice-cream-shop-forced-stop-selling-rum-raisin/  
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AN ice cream parlour has been ordered to stop serving its popular rum and raisin flavour - because 

the shop doesn't have an alcohol licence. Just-Ice in Derby fell foul of licensing rules because the ice 

cream contains 0.5 per cent alcohol, which councillors say is enough to warrant a freeze on its sale. 

Gavin Murray, 47, who owns the shop with his wife Sally, gave local reporters the scoop when he 

realised he would have to fork out £1,000 to get a licence to keep selling their rum and raisin ice 

cream. […] 

Source: The Sun, 03 September 2018 


