
  

 Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service:  12th September 2019 

Help service for children affected by alcohol extended 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17888504.help-service-children-affected-alcohol-extended/  

A SUPPORT service for adopted children with prenatal alcohol-related problems has been extended 

after overwhelming need in its first three months. The foetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASD) Hub, 

launched by Adoption UK Scotland in June, is aimed at supporting people whose children exhibit 

signs of FASD, which are more commonly seen in children from a care-experienced background. […] 

Source: The Herald, 08 September 2019 

 

Glasgow support group Families Addiction Support Service speaks out against drug abuse 

https://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/17889164.glasgow-support-group-family-addiction-support-

service-speaks-drug-abuse/  

A GLASGOW-based charity is urging families struggling with addiction to seek advice following a plea 

to declare Glasgow’s drug death rate a “public health emergency”. Family Addiction Support Service 

(FASS) in Glasgow is a confidential support service for parents and adult family members affected by 

or concerned about a loved one’s drug or alcohol use. […] 

Source: Evening Times, 09 September 2019 

 

Crisis for drug and alcohol patients 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/crisis-drug-alcohol-patients-19568302  

West Lothian patients are waiting longer than any others in Scotland for drug and alcohol treatment. 

Since we first reported on the issue in October 2018, the waiting lists have steadily increased to the 

point that the latest figures reveal West Lothian patients are waiting for double the national average 

waiting times. Staffing levels at NHS Lothian have been blamed for the delays. […] 

Source: The Daily Record, 05 September 2019 
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Matt Hancock criticises Treasury support for duty-free cigarettes and alcohol in a no-deal Brexit 

https://inews.co.uk/news/brexit/no-deal-brexit-row-matt-hancock-duty-free-cigarettes-alcohol/  

A row has broken out between the Treasury and the Department for Health and Social Care over an 

advert promoting the “benefits” of people being able to buy duty free cigarettes and alcohol from 

the EU in the event of a no-deal Brexit. Health Secretary Matt Hancock criticised the Treasury for its 

official tweet, which appeared with a video on Tuesday afternoon, saying: “Duty-free shopping with 

the EU is coming back, if we leave without a deal. People travelling to EU countries will be able to 

buy beer, spirits, wine and tobacco without duty being applied in the UK.” Mr Hancock said he does 

not think the announcement was “seen from within a public health context”. […] 

Source: i-news, 11 September 2019 

 

Last orders? Freshers call time on booze-fuelled initiation rites 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/sep/08/universities-act-to-protect-freshers-from-

initiation-ceremonies  

Each university has its own horror story: the freshers who had chillies rubbed on their genitals; the 

students forced to apple bob for a dead rat in a barrel of cider; the hockey players who had cooking 

oil poured into their eyes; or the new recruits made to down drinks that had been mixed with dog 

food or had live goldfish in them. Not only do such degrading, and often dangerous, initiation 

ceremonies persist, anecdotal evidence suggests they are becoming more pernicious. […] 

Source: The Observer, 08 September 2019 

 

Advertising watchdog accused of giving ‘green light’ for alcohol brand to ‘blast’ children with social 

media promotions 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/07/advertising-watchdog-accused-giving-green-light-

alcohol-brand/  

The advertising watchdog has been accused of giving the "green light" to alcohol brands to "blast" 

children with social media promotions following a groundbreaking ruling on an Instagram 

'influencer'.  Alcohol charities raised the concerns after the Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) 

dismissed complaints against the YouTuber Tanya Burr after she advertised a home draught beer 

pump with Heineken to her three million Instagram followers. […] 

Source: Daily Telegraph, 07 September 2019 

 

Brexit offers a chance to change the way we tax alcohol, and save lives 
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https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/news/brexit-offers-a-chance-to-change-the-way-we-tax-

alcohol-and-save-lives-fgt86z58v  

The UK has a drink problem. Even though per capita consumption of alcohol has declined since 2004, 

we now have a higher rate of liver disease deaths than France, Spain or Italy. In the 1970s, we had a 

substantially lower rate of deaths than these countries. Alcohol is contributing to the widening life 

expectancy gap between those on low incomes and high incomes in the UK. A man living in the most 

deprived parts of the UK is more than four times as likely to die from alcohol-related causes as a man 

in the least deprived parts of the country. […] 

Source: The Times, 06 September 2019 

 

French MPs under a disguise of sport promotion try to weaken alcohol law? 

https://www.eurocare.org/cares.php?sp=commercial-communication&ssp=french-mps-under-a-

disguise-of-sport-promotion-weaken-alcohol-law-  

In early August, 72 French MPs have proposed a bill so as to weaken the Evin Law – which strongly 

limits advertising for alcoholic beverages – by reintroducing alcohol selling in stadiums. Pretending 

to support the sport sector, these MPs are the spokesmen for the alcohol lobby which year after 

year unravels the major French public health law. In a press release, the National Association for 

Prevention in Alcoology and Addictology (ANPAA) reminded the MPs that promoting alcohol in 

sports competition will lead to the trivialization of general consumption above all for young people. 

[…] 

Source: Eurocare, 06 September 2019 

 

Rapid evidence review: Drinking problems and interventions in black and minority ethnic 

communities  

https://alcoholchange.org.uk/publication/rapid-evidence-review-drinking-problems-and-

interventions-in-black-and-minority-ethnic-communities  

It has long been recognised that people from Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) backgrounds are 

under-represented in alcohol treatment services (Bayley and Hurcombe, 2011). While some 

evidence suggests that this is because there are higher rates of abstinence among ethnic minority 

communities (PHE, 2016), it has been noted that there are differences within communities and 

across generations in terms of the use of alcohol and other drugs (Beddoes, et al., 2010). […] 

Source: Alcohol Change UK, 09 September 2019 

 

Dad of two tells how drunken train stunt gave him the shock needed to give up booze 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/health-fitness/dad-two-tells-how-wifes-18961369  
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Ruari Fairbairns thought sticking his head out the window of a speeding train after a six-hour booze 

marathon was a “perfectly normal” stunt. It was a moment of madness that could have cost Ruari 

Fairbairns his life. Travelling home from a business lunch which descended into a boozy six-hour 

marathon in the heart of London’s City, the oil broker decided to stick his head out the window of a 

speeding train and film what he thought would be social media gold. […] 

Source: Daily Record, 19 August 2019 

 

Daybreak app more than halves alcohol use in three months 

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-09-daybreak-app-halves-alcohol-months.html  

Use of the Daybreak digital app, developed as an intervention to support high-risk drinking 

individuals looking to change their relationship with alcohol, can lead to clinically significant 

reductions in alcohol use, according to new research. The study, peer-reviewed and published in the 

Journal of Medical Internet Research today, found that use of the Daybreak app can support the 

treatment of both "risky/harmful" and "probably dependent" drinkers, who are often the most 

complex cases to treat. […] 

Source: Medical Xpress, 05 September 2019 

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no briefing on 19th September; this service will resume on 26th 

September 
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