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Gin ads in Scotland are banned for claiming the drink is healthier than bananas, encouraging 

excess 

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/05/scottish-gin-society-ads-banned-for-claiming-drinking-is-

healthy.html  

Complaints over ten Facebook posts from the Scottish Gin Society have been upheld by the U.K.'s 

advertising body for encouraging excessive drinking and linking alcohol to sexual success, among 

other issues. The gin group argued that the Facebook posts were not adverts and therefore did not 

fall under the remit of the U.K's ad codes, which are enforced by the Advertising Standards Authority 

(ASA). However, the rules do apply to claims on a company's website and on social media, as well as 

paid-for posts. […] 

Source: CNBC, 05 September 2018 

 

Could enlightenment thinking help solve Scotland’s alcohol problem? 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/could-enlightenment-thinking-help-solve-our-alcohol-problem-1-

4794925  

Could the lessons of Scotland's Enlightenment hold the key to solving the problems that emerge 

from our long and complicated relationship with alcohol? That is one of the questions that will be 

addressed when SHAAP (Scottish Health Action on Alcohol Problems) and Eurocare (The European 

Alcohol Policy Alliance) host the 8th European Alcohol Policy Conference (8EAPC) at the Royal 

College of Physicians of Edinburgh on Queens Street on the 20th and 21st November 2018. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 04 September 2018 

 

NI doctor calls for tax increases on sale of alcohol 

https://www.eveningexpress.co.uk/news/uk/ni-doctor-calls-for-tax-increases-on-sale-of-alcohol/  

A Northern Ireland-based doctor has called for tax increases on the sale of alcohol. Dr Paul Darragh, 

who specialises in acute medicine and works at Antrim Area Hospital, also supports the introduction 
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of minimum unit pricing – setting a price below which a unit of alcohol cannot legally be sold. The 

Alcohol Health Alliance UK (AHA) coalition has launched a campaign calling on MPs to end what it 

terms alcohol tax breaks in the Chancellor’s upcoming autumn Budget, to ease pressure on the NHS 

and other public services. […] 

Source: Aberdeen Evening Express, 04 September 2018 

 

Fears that drink-related deaths on the rise in Dundee 

https://www.eveningtelegraph.co.uk/fp/fears-that-drink-related-deaths-on-the-rise-in-dundee/?  

A new report has revealed efforts to reduce the number of alcohol-related deaths across Dundee 

have stalled. And the study by the city’s health and social care partnership shows there are fears the 

number of people losing their lives to drink could be on the rise once more. The report reveals that 

according to 2015 figures, the city was among the worst local authorities in Scotland for alcohol-

related deaths – 38 per 100,000 population. And it also shows the number of alcohol-related crimes 

in the city are increasing. […] 

Source: Evening Telegraph, 28 August 2018 

 

Scotland’s health gap exposed: early deaths three times higher among poorest than most affluent 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16595385.scotlands-health-gap-exposed-early-deaths-three-

times-higher-among-poorest-than-most-affluent/  

PEOPLE living in the poorest areas of Scotland are three times more likely to die prematurely 

compared to those in the wealthiest postcodes, according to a damning study into the nation’s 

health inequalities. Researchers warned that Scots in deprived communities had easier access to 

things that cause harm, such as illegal drugs, alcohol and junk food, since studies have shown that 

off-licences and fast food outlets tend to cluster in these areas. […] 

Source: The Herald, 24 August 2018 

 

Drink drive figures for 2018: will a new national alcohol strategy respond? 

http://www.alcoholpolicy.net/2018/08/drink-drive-figures-for-2018-will-the-national-alcohol-

strategy-respond.html  

The latest figures for alcohol-related road accidents and causalities were released earlier this month, 

indicating a 7% rise on the previous year and the highest level since 2012. Whilst long term trends 

show drink driving has declined significantly, more recent rises have led to calls from some groups to 

revise the drink driving limit. The statistics from the Department for Transport (DfT) show that in 

2016 an estimated 9,040 people were killed or injured in drink-drive accidents, a rise of 7% from 
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8,470 in 2015. The total number of accidents where at least one driver or rider was over the legal 

alcohol limit rose by 6% to 6,070 in 2016. […] 

Source: Alcohol Policy UK, 29 August 2018 

 

“I have seen the increase in cocaine and alcohol addiction with the return of money… it’s 

frightening” 

http://www.thejournal.ie/cocaine-addiction-rutland-centre-4204021-Sep2018/  

THE NUMBERS OF people seeking help for drug issues who also have alcohol and other substance 

abuse problems is rising, as is addiction to recreational drugs such as cocaine and amphetamines. 

Furthermore, there has been increasing diversity in people presenting for drug addiction across 

different social classes in recent years as the economy has improved following the recession. […] 

Source: TheJournal.ie, 02 September 2018 

 

Women and Alcohol - Blog by Professor Annie Anderson, Scottish Cancer Prevention Network 

https://drinkwiseagewell.org.uk/women-and-alcohol/  

Sophistication and glamour, celebration and commiseration, sharing and caring… A few years ago 

these all sounded like good reasons to open a bottle and enjoy a glass or two on a Saturday, or a 

Friday evening or Sunday lunch or gloomy Thursday and maybe a Tuesday if the day has been long. 

The relationship between alcohol and breast cancer has been well documented and has resulted in 

consistent findings by cancer researchers across the globe.[…] 

Source: Drinkwise,Agewell website, 20 August 2018 

 

10,000 years of cheers: why social drinking is an ancient ritual 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/sep/01/social-drinking-moderation-health-risks  

Archaeologists made an intriguing discovery recently at the neolithic site of Göbekli Tepe in southern 

Turkey. They uncovered a series of giant stone troughs erected more than 10,000 years ago. And at 

the bottom of these huge vessels, they found traces of a chemical called calcium oxalate, typically 

produced during the soaking, mashing and fermenting of grain. It’s a by-product of brewing, in other 

words. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 1 September 2018 

 

Call for secondary schools to take part in survey of young people’s smoking, drinking and drug use 
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https://digital.nhs.uk/news-and-events/latest-news/call-for-secondary-schools-to-take-part-in-

survey-of-young-peoples-smoking-drinking-and-drug-use  

Secondary schools across England are being asked to volunteer to take part in a statistical survey 

that will act as a barometer for young people’s alcohol, nicotine and drug use. Smoking Drinking and 

Drug Use among young people in England,2 is carried out under exam conditions in selected schools 

and pupils do not write their names on the questionnaires.  It is one of the longest running national 

surveys targeting 11 to 15-year-olds and began in 1982.   The survey results have been used by the 

government to monitor trends and behaviours and gain a better understanding of the impact of 

alcohol, nicotine and drugs on children. […] 

Source: NHSDigital, 31 August 2018 

 

Pull the other one! Is this the UK’s priciest pint? 

https://news.sky.com/story/pull-the-other-one-is-this-the-uks-priciest-pint-11484095  

A pub chain is selling what could be the country's most expensive pint - which comes with a head-

spinning £22.50 price tag. Speedway Stout Hawaiian Special Edition, which has 12% alcohol content, 

is brewed with "toasted coconut flakes, vanilla beans and rare Ka'u coffee beans". The AleSmith 

brewery, which makes the stout in California, has declared the dark-coloured drink a "scrumptiously 

roasty island beauty" - with ingredients sourced from Hawaii. […] 

Source: Sky News, 28 August 2018 
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