
 Welcome to SHAAP’s weekly media monitoring service:  06 December 2018  

@shaapalcohol 

Scots top UK drink death rates, but numbers are falling 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-46441009  

Scotland is the only country in the UK to have seen a significant reduction in alcohol-related deaths 

this century, an official report has revealed. But the Office for National Statistics (ONS) said Scotland 

still has more deaths per head of population than any other nation. In 2017, Scottish males were 

twice as likely to die from alcohol-related causes than those in England. But the report said the 

number had fallen by 21% since 2001. […] 

Source: BBC News, 04 December 2018 

 

Edinburgh set to block new bars opening in city centre 

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/politics/edinburgh-set-to-block-new-bars-

opening-in-city-centre-1-4835670  

Large parts of Edinburgh will be classed as having too many businesses selling alcohol under radical 

plans to curb the number of new drinking premises in areas of the city. Previously, only Cowgate and 

the Grassmarket were designated as offering over-provision of licensed premises – but under the 

new licensing statement, the Old Town, Princes Street, Leith Street, Tollcross, Dean Village, the West 

End, Haymarket, Southside, Canongate and Dumbiedykes will all also be classed as already providing 

enough opportunities to purchase alcohol. […] 

Source: Edinburgh Evening News, 27 November 2018 

 

Drink spiking: ‘Stop blaming the victims’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-46446429  

A young woman who says she had her drink spiked in a Glasgow nightclub wants people to stop 

blaming the victims and tackle the problem. Eighteen-year-old Corey says the experience was 

"terrifying" and has made her scared of being in clubs. She told BBC Scotland it was difficult to get 

people to believe she had only had one drink. "I couldn't feel my legs, I couldn't feel my arms, I 
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couldn't speak properly," she says. "One vodka and coke is not enough for me to be in the state that 

I was in." […] 

Source: BBC News, 06 December 2018 

 

Alcohol-related deaths among UK women at highest rate in ten years 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/dec/04/alcohol-related-deaths-among-uk-women-

highest-rate-10-years  

Alcohol-related deaths among women in the UK have reached the highest rate since 2008, statistics 

have shown. There were eight deaths per 100,000 women in 2017, according to the Office for 

National Statistics – a similar level to when ONS records began in 2001. Death rates among men 

continued to be at least double that figure, at 16.8 per 100,000 – the highest since 2010, when there 

was an equivalent rate. […] 

Source: The Guardian, 05 December 2018 

 

Most adults leading unhealthy lifestyles 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-

46439892?intlink_from_url=https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c207p54m4get/alcohol&link_locat

ion=live-reporting-story  

The overwhelming majority of adults in England are so unhealthy they put their lives at risk, a survey 

suggests. The data from the Health Survey for England showed nearly nine in 10 had at least one 

unhealthy trait. That was classed as those who smoke, drink more than 14 units of alcohol, eat fewer 

than five portions of fruit and vegetables, are obese or have low rates of physical activity. Half of 

adults have two or more of these risk factors. […] 

Source: BBC News, 04 December 2018 

 

Drinking culture in Renfrewshire ‘needs to change’ after 45 alcohol deaths in 2017 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/drinking-culture-renfrewshire-needs-change-

13647295  

A culture of “drinking to excess” has become the norm in Renfrewshire and that needs to change, a 

public health expert has warned. There were 45 alcohol-related deaths in the area last year, while 

1,319 adults were hospitalised because of misuse of the substance. A total of 3,704 days were spent 

in hospital, which meant the average stay was 2.8 days. This was a day more than the NHS Greater 

Glasgow and Clyde area. Elaina Smith, health improvement lead at Renfrewshire Health and Social 

Care Partnership (HSCP), spoke of the perils of “an alcohol rich society” at Wednesday’s Joint 

Licensing Forum and Licensing Board. […] 
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Source: Daily Record, 26 November 2018 

 

Funding to help improve the lives of those affected by alcohol 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-to-help-improve-the-lives-of-those-affected-by-

alcohol  

A total of £10.5 million of funding is being allocated by Public Health England (PHE), to help improve 

the lives of adults and children impacted by alcohol, consisting of: •£4.5 million innovation fund for 

local projects working with children and families •£6 million capital fund to improve access to 

alcohol treatment in the community.  A £4.5 million innovation fund, from the Department of Health 

and Social Care (DHSC) and the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), managed by PHE, has 

today, 4 December 2018, been awarded to 9 projects across the country. […] 

Source: Press Release Public Health England, 04 December 2018 

 

Tyneside revellers warned to stay away from water in campaign 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-tyne-46419591  

Revellers on Tyneside have been urged to stay away from water on a night out as part of a Don't 

Drink and Drown campaign. Drowning prevention charity the Royal Life Saving Society UK (RLSS UK) 

said the area had one of the highest numbers of alcohol-related drownings in the UK. Branch 

secretary Pamela Wilkinson said Tyne and Wear was a "key target" for the campaign. […] 

Source: BBC News, 02 December 2018 

 

Mothers’ drinking may have harmed 1 in 5 Britons 

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/11/30/health/fetal-alcohol-syndrom-gbr-scli-intl/index.html  

A new study has found that more children in the UK may have been affected by their mothers 

drinking alcohol while pregnant than previously thought. Research published Friday found that up to 

17% of children could have symptoms found in fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, a group of lifelong 

conditions caused by exposure to alcohol in the womb. FASD, also known as fetal alcohol syndrome, 

can cause a variety of developmental delays and physical symptoms, including a smaller head than 

average, poor growth, cerebral palsy, learning difficulties and autism, according to the NHS. […] 

Source: CNN, 30 November 2018 

 

Hogarth’s Gin Lane is now in Edinburgh – Stephen Jardine 
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https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/hogarth-s-gin-lane-is-now-in-edinburgh-stephen-jardine-

1-4837613  

Scotland has a drinking problem, but it’s wrong to blame bars and restaurants, writes Stephen 

Jardine. If you want an apocalyptic vision of drinking out of control, look no further than William 

Hogarth’s etching “Gin Lane’. It provides a vivid illustration of the misery of alcohol addiction. It was 

painted in 1751, but if Edinburgh City Council is to believed, Hogarth’s vision of dissolution could just 

as easily be set in Scotland’s capital today. […] 

Source: The Scotsman, 01 December 2018 

 

Pubs are the nation’s museums and cheap alcohol is killing them 

https://metro.co.uk/2018/12/04/pubs-are-the-nations-museums-and-cheap-alcohol-is-killing-them-

8202837/?ito=cbshare  

Oh pubs! Oh singing brass! Oh silent nook and foaming ale! Oh glowing light through pint glass 

thrown! Oh friend of mine! I like pubs. Actually, that’s underselling it a little bit. I AM OBSESSED 

WITH PUBS. On tour, my first bit of admin is finding the truly great pubs near the venue. And 

because I travel to a lot of big cities, I’m never far from a good selection. But for the pub goer who 

doesn’t have the chance to travel, the situation is looking dire. According to the ONS, 25% of pubs 

have closed down since 2001. Numbers have dropped from 52,000 to 38,815. That’s over 13,000 

pubs! […] 

Source: Metro, 04 December 2018 

 

Liverpool led the way on water fountains 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/oct/17/liverpool-led-the-way-on-water-fountains  

London has made a big splash about installing public drinking fountains (Londoners to get 100 more 

drinking fountains by 2020, 12 October) but it was Liverpool that pioneered these in the 1850s, 

installed gradually by the philanthropist and temperance enthusiast Charles Melly at his own 

expense from 1854. […] 

Source: The Guardian, Letters - 17 October 2014 
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